
 St. Mary’s School Newsletter            Term 3 - Week 8- Wednesday 10 September, 2025 
 Always faithful to God, ourselves and others in the spirit of the Presentation tradition. 

 St. Mary’s is committed to Child Safety and the inclusion of all children. 

Respect Ourselves  -  Respect Others  -  Respect our Environment                 

 

 Mass Times:    Phone    -   02 6032 9284     

      Web        -   http://www.smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

 Chiltern - Saturdays 5.00 pm  Email      -   principal@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

 Rutherglen - Sundays 9.00 am  75-89 High Street, Rutherglen, Vic, 3685 

 Wahgunyah - Sundays 10.30am  PO Box 146 

      Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm 

 
Important Calendar Dates 

Term 3 - 2025 
 

Sunday 7 September Father’s Day 

Friday 19 September LAST DAY OF TERM - FOOTY COLOURS DAY!! 
    Please Note: Victorian Bus Children will be picked up 
    by the buses at 2.30pm. NSW buses stay at usual  
    time - 3.30pm. 
    The school will be open for all parents who would  
    prefer their children to finish at normal time, or 
    children can be signed out at 2.30pm. 
 

Term 4 - 2025 

 

Monday 6 October First Day of Term 
Friday 10 October  Assembly - All welcome 
Monday 3 November Student Free Day - Report Writing 
Tues/Thur 11-13 Nov Year 5/6 Canberra Camp 
Tuesday 18 November 1st Day of Foundation Transition 9.00-11.00am 
Wed/Thur 19-20 Nov Year 3/4 Valley Homestead, Ovens Valley Camp 
Tuesday 25 November 2nd Day of Foundation Transition 9.00-11.00am 
Tuesday 2 December 3rd Day of Foundation Transition 9.00am-12.45pm 
Tuesday 9 December 4th Day of Foundation Transition 9.00am-3.30pm 
    Student’s Final Day of Term 4 - TBC 
 
 

 

Welcome to our Week 8 Newsletter 
 

Today we celebrate Fr. Peter Taylor on the anniversary of his ordination. 
On behalf of the St Mary’s School community, I would like to sincerely 
thank Fr Peter for his spiritual leadership and ministry. Fr Peter’s              
unwavering support and commitment to Catholic education is inspiring. 

  

Fr Peter: May the blessings you’ve shared be returned a hundredfold, as 
you are celebrated for the countless lives you’ve touched. 

 

Yesterday I was excited to promote a CESL initiative for Foundation        
students entering Catholic education in 2026. Next year every child         
enrolled in Foundation at St Mary’s school will receive a speech screener. 
Qualifying students will then be offered a 20-week intensive intervention 
to support oral language development. One in four students entering 
Foundation experience an Oral Language Developmental Delay. This       
initiative demonstrates CESLs commitment to ensuring we are meeting  
the developmental needs of each child who is entrusted in our care. 

 

With our Transition to School program fast approaching it is a timely      
reminder to get your enrolments in. Students must be enrolled to attend 
the Transition to School sessions. Secure your spot today, and don’t       
forget the best source of advertising for our school is you the parents so 
please continue to advocate for St Mary’s School. 

 

Today is the last day of our Scholastic Book Fair. It was fabulous seeing     
all the  students pour over the books on display and excitedly chatter 
about what they might buy. Our students certainly do have a love of       
literature! I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to the parents 
who jumped in to set up, monitor and take sales. Many hands truly do 
make light work. 

 



Just a reminder if you haven’t done so already, please jump on and     
complete the Orima survey. This data provides valuable data to the school 
and CESL and the more data we get the more accurately we can analyse it.  

 

Next week marks the last week of yet another successful term. We had 
much to celebrate this term including NAIDOC Day, Mary Mackillop Feast 
Day, St. Mary’s Feast Day, Bookweek, the F/1/2 excursion to Echuca, the 
Athletics Carnival, Father’s Day and much more. None of these events can 
go ahead without the tireless dedication of our staff. Please take a        
moment to thank them when you see them for always going above and 
beyond to ensure your children, our students, have the very best           
experiences afforded to them. 

 

Tomorrow marks RUOK Day? RUOK Day is in its 16th year with this year’s 
theme being – Ask RUOK Any Day. Please check in on your family, friends, 
neighbours and all you encounter and ask RUOK?  If you or someone you 
know needs support, you can find information by following this link: 
Where can I get help | R U OK? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you God’s Blessings as we continue our journey together striving 
for  excellence in everything we do. 
 
Melanie Dusterhoft Mavrick  
Principal  
 

 

https://www.ruok.org.au/findhelp


 



 



 



  



 



 

Staff Email Addresses 

 
 

Melanie Dusterhoft Mavrick (Principal) - mdusterhoftmavrick@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au  Tony Kent (Gr 5/6 Teacher) - akent@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Bert Cheeseman (Foundation Teacher) - bcheeseman@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon-Thur) Jake Mackinnon (Gr 4/5 Teacher) - jmackinnon@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Veronica Mayhew Gr 1Teacher) - vmayhew@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon-Wed)      Emily Morris (Grade 2/3 Teacher) - emorris@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Nicole O’Mahony (Inclusive Education Leader) - nomahony@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au  Jane van Zanten (Art/Gr 1 Teacher) - jvanzanten@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon-Thur-Fri)               

Gina Nero (Italian Teacher) - gnero@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon & Fri) 

Amanda Arnot (Business Manager) - aarnot@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au    Judy Fah (Admin Assistant) - jfah@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

 

NOTICEBOARD: 


