
 St. Mary’s School Newsletter            Term 4 - Week 1 - Wednesday October 9, 2024 
 Always faithful to God, ourselves and others in the spirit of the Presentation tradition. 

 St. Mary’s is committed to Child Safety and the inclusion of all children. 

Respect Ourselves  -  Respect Others  -  Respect our Environment                 

 

Mass Times:    Phone    -   02 6032 9284      

     Web        -   http://www.smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Chiltern - Saturdays 5.00 pm   Email      -   principal@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Rutherglen - Sundays 9.00 am  75-89 High Street, Rutherglen, Vic, 3685 

Wahgunyah - Sundays 10.30am  PO Box 146 

     Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

 

Welcome back to a very busy Term 4! 

 

Please make sure you check the calendar for all the important dates for the term ahead. 

Important Calendar Dates 

  

 Term 4 

Friday 11 October   Division Athletics - Les O’Brien Oval, Albury - 9 St Mary’s 
     Pupils qualified to attend this Event 
Thursday 17 October  Film Festival Screening, Shepparton - 9 pupils attending 
Thursday 24 October  St Mary’s Hosting Local Schools Public Speaking 
     Competition 11.45am, St Mary’s Parish Hall 
Friday 25 October   World Teachers Day 
Monday 4 November  Student Free Day - Report Writing Day 
Tuesday 5 November  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Tuesday 19 November  1st Day of Foundation Transition - 9.00-11.00am 
Tuesday 26 November  2nd Day of Foundation Transition - 9.00am-11.00am 
Tuesday 3 December  3rd Day of Foundation Transition - 9.00am-12.45pm 
Monday 9 December  Grade 6 Graduation Dinner, De Bortoli Wines Rutherglen 
Tuesday 10 December  Fourth Day of Foundation Transition - 9.00am-3.30pm 
Wednesday 11 December  Nativity Play 
Wednesday 18 December  Last Day of Term 4 for Students 
        (Casual Clothes - Gold Coin Donation) 2.30pm Finish 

 

Term 1 - 2025 

 

Thursday 30 January  Years 1-6 First Day of Term 1 
Friday 31 January   Foundation Students commence 
Wednesday 5 February  Foundation Rest Day 
Wednesday 12 February  Foundation Rest Day 
Wednesday 19 February  Foundation Rest Day 
Wednesday 26 February  Foundation Rest Day 
Friday 21 February   School Photos Day 
Friday 21 March   Harmony Day 

No Hat No Play 

Term 4 is the start of the warmer months and No Hat No Play starts again. Please make 
sure your child has a labelled school hat. Judy has some available from the office if you 
would like to purchase a new one for $12.  

 
 

Frosty Fridays 
Term 4 sees the start of Frosty Fridays again! Every Friday our Senior Catholic Identity 
Team will be selling frozen Zooper Doopers for 50c. The money raised goes to support 
CARITAS. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
District Sports 
Good luck to the following 7 students who are going on to district sports in Albury this 

Friday. Good luck to Isabel, Axel, Noah, Will, Isla, Patrick and Seve. 

  



 Congratulation to our Grade 5 FIRE Carriers 
 

Today we welcomed special visitors, Louise and Micheal, to our school to perform our 
FIRE Carriers Commissioning Ceremony for our Grade 5 students. 
 
Fire is central to Australian Aboriginal culture, and as FIRE Carriers, we continue to lay 
strong foundations in our school community to build respect, understanding and 
knowledge of our shared story that started in this rich land 60,000 years ago and    
continues today. As FIRE Carriers, our students will wear their   badges with pride and 
as an outward sign as a Friend Igniting Reconciliation through Education in our school. 

CODE RED SCHOOL CLOSURES 
 
Our school has been identified as a school 
in a high risk bushfire area and has been 
placed on the Bushfire At-Risk Register. 

This means that all schools, kindergartens and licensed child care centres 
that have been identified as being at high fire risk and on the                 

Department’s Victoria-wide Bushfire At-Risk Register will close on days 
declared Code Red. 

 

Schools and services not on the Bushfire At-Risk Register will remain 
open, unless directly threatened by fire or another emergency. 

 

Where possible, three (3) days notice of a planned closure will be        
provided. However, experience indicates that a Code Red fire danger 

rating day may be forecast at short notice. Parents and guardians should 
expect that in some instances less than three days notice may be         

provided. Once the final decision to close is confirmed at 12 noon the day 
prior, this decision will not change – regardless of any changes in the 

weather forecast. This will help limit confusion and help families plan for 
how their children will be cared for when their school is closed. When a 

school is closed in response to bushfire risk, no one, including staff,     
contractors and other users, will be permitted on site. 

  



Expectations 
in the      
Playground 

Respect  
Ourselves 

Respect 
Others 

Respect our  
Environment 

 Use kind words 

 

Be a good self   
umpire 

 

Keep hands and 
feet to myself 

 

Respond to be bell       
immediately (drink,  
toilet) 

 

Tell, not dob 

 

Be active 

 

Wear a hat and     
sunscreen during 
Terms 1 and 4 

Respond to the bell 
immediately 

 

Share with others 

 

Take turns in games 

 

Show good         
sportsmanship with 
others 

 

Be inclusive 

 

Be a good role mod-
el with others 

 

Be tolerant towards 
others 

Use equipment        
appropriately 

 

Return sports     
equipment 

 

Pick up my        
belongings, e.g. 
drink bottle, hat 
and jumper 

  

Put our rubbish in 
the bin 

PBIS Expectations in the Playground 

 



Staff Email Addresses 
 

Libby Dickinson (Principal) - edickinson@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au     Tony Kent (Gr 5/6 Teacher) - akent@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Bert Cheeseman (Foundation Teacher) - bcheeseman@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon-Wed) Michael Ratcliffe (Gr 4/5 Teacher) - mratcliffe@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Veronica Mayhew Gr 1/2 Teacher) - vmayhew@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Thur-Fri)   Emily Morris (Grade 3 Teacher) - emorris@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Hannah Kelly (Gr 1/2 Teacher) - hkelly@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon-Wed)   Nicole O’Mahony (Inclusive Education Leader) - nomahony@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Jane van Zanten (Art/Foundation Teacher) - jvanzanten@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Thur-Fri) Gina Nero (Italian Teacher & 5/6 Teacher) - gnero@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon & Fri) 

Amanda Arnot (Business Manager) - aarnot@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au    Judy Fah (Admin Assistant) - jfah@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

 NOTICEBOARD 

 Congratulations to all who are celebrating their Birthday This Week! 

Stephanie Logan 

 


