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 St. Mary’s School Newsletter 
 Always faithful to God, ourselves and others in the spirit of the Presentation tradition. 

 St. Mary’s is committed to Child Safety and the inclusion of all children. 

 Respect Ourselves  -  Respect Others  -  Respect our Environment 

Term 1 - Week 6 - Friday 8 March, 2024 

PBIS Expectations: Sharing and Responding to Each Other 

The School Photographer 

 Mass Times:       Phone    -   02 6032 9284     

          Web        -   http://www.smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

 Chiltern - Saturdays 6.00 pm      Email      -   principal@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

 Rutherglen - Sundays 9.00 am              75-89 High Street, Rutherglen, Vic, 3685 

 Wahgunyah—Sundays 10.30am             PO Box 146 

                  Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm 

 

Dear Families, 

This Sunday is the 4th Sunday of LENT 

We are now just over halfway through                    

the Lent period, a time of reflection, prayer, 

fasting, and penance leading up to Easter. 

As we continue on this spiritual journey, 

let us reevaluate our relationship with God 

and with others, seeking forgiveness 

and renewal. 

It is a time to focus on our spiritual growth, 

to quiet our hearts and minds, and to deepen 

our faith. Let us remember the sacrifices 

of Jesus Christ and strive to be more like him in 

our thoughts, words, and actions. 

May this Lenten season bring us closer to God 

and to our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
Project Compassion Does Help: 
 

During Lent our students & school focus on Project Compassion through Caritas Australia. 

We share the“real” stories of families and communities with the students to make them 

aware of the positive outcomes their fundraising efforts have on these communities and 

families. 

Through Project Compassion, Caritas Australia has been able to support the Faithful   

Companions of Jesus (FCJ) to run the Alternative Learning System program. This program 

has meant that Ronita has been able to continue her education. The FCJ sisters provide a 

safe space for many young people such as Ronita to finish school and find better jobs. 

Ronita has had the opportunity to change her life. 

Ronita (22) smiles as she holds her sons,  
Egzy Grey (3) and Clark (5), in their small 

home in Quezon City, Philippines. 
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Book Club: 

 

The Second Edition of the Book Club Catalogue was put in the tubs to go home. The closing date for all 
orders is 14.3.24. If you are wanting our office administration to put in orders for you, the closing date is 
12.3.24, but the earlier the better. Administration will close all orders on 14.3.24. 

 

Swimming Program & Carnival: 

 

Well done to Donaghy House who won the Swimming Carnival last Friday and a big congratulations to 
Seve who was the 2024 May Baring trophy winner! The Winning House was Donaghy. Enjoy the four 
whole pages of photos from the  Swimming Program on Monday to Thursday, and the Carnival on Friday. 

Attendance is Critical:  

Reminders:- 

 

School Mobile Phones: 

 

Just a reminder that all student mobile phones must be handed 
into the office each morning where they will be housed during  
the school day. This is a requirement for all Victorian schools. 
Phones will be collected by students at the end of the day.  

 

Frosty Friday 

 

Every Friday our Senior Catholic Identity Team will be selling frozen Zooper Doopers for 50c. The  
money raised goes to support CARITAS. 

EASTER RAFFLE: 
Seeking Donations! 

 

Could all families please send in some Easter eggs and  
Easter themed gifts for our Easter Raffle to be drawn on 
Wednesday the 27th March, 2024? 

 

The more donations we receive the more Easter hampers 
we can make up as prizes. 

 

Easter raffle tickets were sent home in the tubs, with more 
available on request. 
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Swimming Program 26-29 February & Swimming Carnival 1 March, 

2024 

Winner of the May Baring Swimming Trophy Trophy, 

Seve Cottam - Trophy Presented by Frank Baring 
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Swimming Program & Swimming Carnival - 2. 
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Swimming Program & Swimming Carnival - 3. 
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Swimming Program & Swimming Carnival - 4. 
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Clean Up Australia Activity - Thursday 7 March, 2024 - 1. 
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Clean Up Australia Activity - Thursday 7 March, 2024 - 2. 
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Expectations 
in Our 
Learning 
Spaces 

Respect Ourselves Respect Others Respect our  
Environment 

 • Listen to the    
person speaking 

• Learn from making 
mistakes 

• Persist and keep 
trying 

• Use positive body 
language 

• Listen to the person 
speaking 

• Encourage others to 
have a go and    
persist 

• Be inclusive of   
others 

• Take turns 

• Give positive    
feedback 

• Use positive body 
language 

• Respect the work of 
others in the    
classroom 

• Respect our ICT  
resources when  
sharing presentations 

PBIS Expectations: Sharing and Responding to Each Other 

Congratulations to This Week’s PBIS Award Winners! 

  

Heidi; Ava; Hugo; Harry; Cruz; Sydney 
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Congratulations to This Week’s Student Achievement Award Winners! 

Have a Great Weekend. 

Matt 

Sadly - -  
No Student Birthdays 

This Week!!   

BACK:     Seve; Harry; Zac; Oliver; Amelia-Rose; Amelia 
FRONT:   Aria; Sparrow 
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12.3.2024 
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Important Calendar Dates  -  2024 

Term 1 
 

Monday 11th March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Thursday 21 March   Harmony Day - Classroom Activities 

Monday 25th March   Student Free Day - Staff STEM Day 

Wednesday 27th March  Easter Hamper Raffle Draw 

Thursday 28 March   Last Day of Term 1  

      (Casual Clothes - Gold Coin Donation) 2.30 pm Finish 

Friday 29th March   Good Friday 

Sunday 31 March   Easter Sunday 

Term 2 

Monday 15th April   First Day of Term 

Friday 26th April    Student Free Day - Staff PD 

Thursday 9th May   Mother’s Day Stall 

Friday 24th May    Student Free Day - Staff PD 

Sunday 2nd June    First Communion 

Monday 10th June   King’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday 28th June    Last Day of Term 2 

      (Casual Clothes - Gold Coin Donation) 2.30 pm Finish 

Term 3 

Monday 15th July   First Day of Term 

Staff email addresses 

Matt Attwater (Principal)  -  mattwater@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Libby Dickinson (Gr 5/6 teacher) - edickinson@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Bert Cheesman (Foundation teacher) - bcheeseman@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon-Wed) 

Michael Ratcliffe (Gr 4/5 teacher) - mratcliffe@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Veronica Mayhew Gr 1/2 teacher) - vmayhew@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Thur-Fri) 

Emily Morris (Grade 3 teacher)  - emorris@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Sarah Grogan (Gr 1/2 teacher) - sgrogan@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon-Wed) 

Nicole O’Mahony (Learning Diversity Leader) - nomahony@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Jane van Zanten (Art/Foundation teacher)  -  jvanzanten@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Thur-Fri) 

Gina Nero (Italian teacher & 5/6 teacher)  -  gnero@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Mon & Fri) 

Amanda Arnot (Business Manager) - aarnot@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Judy Fah (Admin Assistant) - jfah@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 


