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 St. Mary’s School Newsletter 
 Always faithful to God, ourselves and others in the spirit of the Presentation tradition. 

 St. Mary’s is committed to Child Safety and the inclusion of all children. 

 Respect Ourselves  -  Respect Others  -  Respect our Environment 

Term 1 - Week 7 - Friday 17 March, 2023 

Phone    -   02 6032 9284 

Web       -   http://www.smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Email      -   principal@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

75-89 High Street, Rutherglen, Vic, 3685 

PO Box 146 

PBIS Expectations:  Expectations During Sport 

The School Photographer 

This Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Lent 
 

 
During Lent I will share with you some  stories of people and villages being     
transformed thanks to the support of CARITAS and Project Compassion. 

Anatercia’s story: 
 

Tragedy struck early for Anatercia. Her father passed away when 
she was just four and her mother has struggled with chronic health 
issues ever since. 

 

Anatercia, her brother, and her sick mother, moved in with their 
elderly grandparents into a small hut in southern Mozambique, 
where there is no electricity, hospital, secondary school or          
supermarket. As her grandparents aged, Anatercia's grandfather 
developed blindness and her grandmother could no longer walk to 
their farm; their only source of income. 

 

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, Anatercia and her  
family were able to join the Integrated Rural Development         
Program, supported by Caritas Australia’s partner, Caritas Regional 
Chokwe, which provided them with food, seeds, school supplies 
and a school uniform for Anatercia. 

 

They also helped the family to install an irrigation system on their 
farm, as well as a system of taps in the village so community   
members no longer needed to walk hours to collect water.        
Anatercia's grandmother learnt about sustainable farming        
techniques to help the family produce enough food to eat and sell. 

 

Caritas Regional Chokwe also successfully lobbied the government to  
extend the school to 6th grade, so that children like Anatercia can         
continue to study close to home, rather than walking hours to a        
neighbouring school. 
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Many Australians remember the Irish settlement and culture on St Patrick’s Day. The Irish were 
among the first Europeans to settle in Australia. They comprised a portion of the convict      
settlement population in the late 1700s. More than 300,000 other Irish settlers (not convicts)  
migrated to Australia between 1840 and 1914. Many Irish immigrants came to Australia to      
escape famine in their homeland. About 30 percent of Australians are believed to have some 
Irish ancestry today. 
 

One way of preserving Irish traditions and customs in Australia is celebrating St Patrick’s Day 
each year. St Patrick is one of Ireland’s patron saints. He died on March 17 in or around the year 
493. He worked as a missionary in Ireland and it is believed that he banished “snakes” from the 
country although the term may have referred to druids or pagan worshippers. 

St. Patrick’s Day - 
17 March 

 

 

Great CARITAS Fundraiser: 
 
Our Year 2 students had a very successful cupcake and cookie stall on Wednesday raising $198 for 
CARITAS. 
      
 

Assembly Next Week: Thursday 23rd March at 3pm in the hall  

REMINDER—Photograph/Recording Permission Form 

If you haven’t already done so, please return the signed page sent home at the 

beginning of this Term as soon as possible. This is most important. 
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Child Safety 
 
At St. Mary’s we are A Child Safe School that  
implements strategies and programs to ensure all our 
students feel safe and included at all times in their 
school. 
 
Ministerial Order 1359 provides the framework for 
child safety in schools. It requires all schools to have    
a child safety code of conduct that: 
 
• promotes child safety and wellbeing in the school 
• provides guidance for staff and volunteers on       

expected standards of behaviour 
• considers the needs of all children and students 

• is consistent with other codes of conduct and 
child safety and wellbeing strategies, policies and 
procedures. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

Absenteeism - Our Legal Requirement 
 
It is a legal requirement that all schools must follow up any daily unexplained absences by 9.30 am. 
 
If your child is going to be away from school or arriving late for any reason the school must be  
notified. The simplest way to do this is through PAM. 
 
If your child is an unexplained absence you will receive an SMS asking you to contact the school and    
a phone call if necessary. If there is no answer then the emergency contacts for your family will be 
contacted and then if there is still no answer the police are contacted. These steps are followed to  
ensure that we know that your child is safe. 

2023 School Closure Days: 

1. Friday 31st March  Staff attending Maths Conference  

       (Melbourne) 

2. Friday 26th May  STEM Focus 

3. Monday 6th Nov  Report Writing Day 

Please be sure to circle these dates on your calendar 
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TREATMENT FOR HEADLICE 

All parents please note that there have been a few cases of headlice at the school recently. It would be    

timely for you all to do a head check and treat if required. Following is some information regarding   

treatment and prevention. 
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Frosty Friday Term 1 & 4: 
 
Every Friday our Senior Catholic Identity Team will be selling frozen 
Zooper Doopers for 50c. The money raised goes to support our sponsor 
child in the Philippines and to CARITAS. 

 

Well done to this week’s Class Award Winners:  

BACK ROW:  Harry, Declan, Lachlan, Ivy, Cody, Harper    FRONT ROW:  Eden, Ottis, Stephanie 

EASTER RAFFLE: 
 

It’s that time of year again - Seeking Donations! 
 
 
 
Could all families please start sending in some Easter eggs and Easter themed gifts for 
our Easter Raffle to be drawn  on 5th April, 2023. The more donations we receive the 
more Easter hampers we can make up as prizes. Easter raffle tickets will be sent home 
on March 20, with more available on request. 
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Toilets Respect Ourselves Respect Others Respect our Environment 

  

 

• Wash hands  
after using the 
toilet 

 
• Keep food and 

drink out of  
toilets 

 
• Enter cubicle 

only through 
the door 

 
• Exiting people 

go first 
 

• Walk to toilets 
without noise 

 
• Flush toilet   

after use 
 
• Boys wait your 

turn at urinals 
 
• 1 child in cubicle 

at all times 
 
• Wait your turn 

outside if the 
cubicles are full 

• Paper towels in   
correct bins 

 
• Flush toilet after 

use 
 
• Turn taps off after 

use 
 
• Report any      

blockages/issues to 
teachers 

 
• Use toilet paper 

sparingly 

PBIS: Expectations in the Toilets  

Have a great weekend 
 

Matt 
 

Well done to this week’s PBIS winners:  

Izaiah, Pyper, Annika, Emmerson, Iris, Callan 
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Important Calendar Dates  -  2023 

Term 1 

Friday 24 March     Reconciliation Grade 3 

Tuesday 28 March    Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Friday 31 March     Student Free Day - Staff PD 

Wednesday 5 April    Easter Hamper Raffle Draw 

Thursday 6 April     Last Day Term 1 for Students 

       (Casual Clothes Day  -  Gold coin donation) 2.30pm finish 

Term 2 

Monday 24 April     First Day  - Term 2 

Tuesday 25 April     Anzac Day - Public Holiday 

Friday 26 May     Student Free Day - Stem Focus 

Monday 12 June     King’s Birthday - Public Holiday 

Friday 23 June     Last Day Term 2 for Students 

       (Casual Clothes Day  -  Gold coin donation) 2.30pm finish 

Term 3 
Monday 10 July     First Day  - Term 3 

Tuesday 5 September    Grade 3/4 Borambola Camp 

Wednesday 6 September   Grade 3/4 Borambola Camp 

Friday 15 September    Last Day Term 3 for Students 

       (Casual Clothes Day - Gold coin donation) 2.30pm finish 

Term 4 

Monday 2 October    First Day - Term 4 

Wed-Thursday 1-3 November  Grade 5/6 Canberra Camp 

Monday 6 November    Student Free Day - Report Writing Day 

Monday 11 December    Grade 6 Graduation Dinner 

Staff email addresses 

Matt Attwater (Principal)  -  mattwater@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Libby Dickinson (Gr 5/6 teacher) - edickinson@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Michael Ratcliffe (Grade 4 teacher) - mratcliffe@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Chris Lamb (Grade 2 teacher)) - clamb@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Emily Morris (Grade 3 teacher)  - emorris@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Wednesday) 

Hannah Kelly (Gr 5/6 teacher) - hkelly@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Sarah Grogan (Foundation/1 teacher) - sgrogan@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Nicole O’Mahony (Learning Diversity Leader) - nomahony@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Jane van Zanten (Art/Grade 2)  -  jvanzanten@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Tuesday/Friday) 

Gina Nero (Italian teacher)  -  gnero@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Tuesday) 

Amanda Arnot (Business Manager) - aarnot@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Judy Fah (Reception/Administration) - jfah@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 


