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St. Mary’s School Newsletter 
Always faithful to God, ourselves and others in the spirit of the Presentation tradition. 

St. Mary’s is committed to Child Safety and the inclusion of all children. 

Respect Ourselves  -  Respect Others  -  Respect our Environment 

Term 1  -  Week 7  -  Friday 12 March, 2021 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 17 March 

Cyber Safety work-

shop (Grades 3 to 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone    -   02 6032 9284 

Web       -   http://www.smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Email      -   principal@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Office Hours  -  8.00am—4.00pm 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

PBIS Focus of the Week  -  Expectations in the Toilets 
 

Weekend Mass 

Times 

Saturday 6pm  

Chiltern 

 

Sunday 9am  

Rutherglen 

 

Sunday 10.30am 

Wahgunyah 

 

75-89 High Street 

PO Box 146 

RUTHERGLEN  VIC  3685 

4th Sunday Of Lent  
 This coming Sunday is the fourth Sunday in Lent. 

Gospel Reflection: 
This Sunday is Laetare (“Rejoice!”) Sunday! It is on this Fourth Sunday of Lent that we change 
liturgical colors to rose in honor of the fact that Easter is drawing near. It is a time to rejoice in 
the coming celebration of the events of our salvation. On this “Rejoice!” Sunday, reflect on what 
brings you joy in life and thank God for those things. 
 COVID Restrictions: On School Grounds: 
Just a reminder that if  parents/visitors are on school grounds for more than 15 minutes   
contact details need to be taken by the school. Please stick to the 15 minutes. So far it has 
been working well. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews: 
On Tuesday the 23rd March we will be holding our first face to face parent teacher interviews 
for a year!!! Next Tuesday at 4pm I will be opening the PAM portal for you to book in to meet 
with your child's teacher.  
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Cyber Safety on Wednesday 17th March 
The Grades 3 to 6 and staff have great pleasure in welcoming Kirra Pendergast to our school on Wednesday as part of our 
anti bullying campaign this week. Kira will also be running a parent webinar in the weeks to come, so please watch this 
space. 
 

Kirra Pendergast - CEO and Principal Consultant 
After a 20+ year career in Cyber Security and IT Business Consulting, in 2009 Kirra founded Australia's first consulting firm 
focused on Cyber Safety. KCL Business Solutions completed eSafety Risk Reviews, Policy Development, and Training Solutions 
for major Qld Government departments and businesses. In 2014 Kirra Pendergast founded Safe on Social Media Pty Ltd after 
experiencing serious and relentless cyberbullying and trolling herself. Kirra speaks on the topic of Cyber Safety and her own 
experience with serious cyber bullying, to 1000's of people each week. Kirra presents to students K-12, teachers and parents 
at schools across Australia and New Zealand.  
 

Bullying Day Friday 19th March: 
The students will be participating in a variety of activities throughout this day. Take time to talk to your children about 
what they have learnt and the tips in the table below. 
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On the 11th of March 2021, the senior end of St Mary's Rutherglen went to the Army Museum and the Bonegilla 
Migrant Museum. We found out the Army Museum has the most amount of items and utilities of Army history in 
Australia. When we first walked into the Army Museum we saw some pretty cool things such as guns, swords, 
cars, tanks, helicopters and troop  
carriers. There were lots of army uniforms and unique medals and badges. Our favourite part was checking out all 
of the vehicles. We really enjoyed the hands-on activities like the Jeep, helmets and machine gun.   
 
Then we went to the Bonegilla Migrant Museum. We had two awesome tour guides, Wendy and Sharon. We went 
on a tour around Block 19, some of the last buildings from the Migrant camp. A migrant is someone who travels 
from overseas to live in another country. Lots of people came from other countries to Australia to have a better 
life. Something interesting that we learnt was the camp was meant to hold 10,000 people but ended up with 
110,000 people. Another interesting thing was that they had lots of shared rooms, bathrooms and kitchen/mess 
hall. They didn't have much electricity or fans to keep them cool and the beds were really hard. It was very  
interesting to learn about how migrants came to Australia in the 1947-1971.  
 
Written by Grade 5.  

On the 25 March 2021 St Mary’s is celebrating Harmony Day a time to 
celebrate multiculturalism. It’s a day where we celebrate the values of  
inclusiveness, respect, diversity and belonging for all Australians,  
regardless of their background. On this day students will be involved in an 
Italian performance and if they wish can dress up based on a traditional 
dress from countries around the world! 

 

Grade 3-6 Excursion (Thursday 11 March 2021) 

Army Museum and Bonegilla Migrant Museum 
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Congratulations to our School Award winners this week 

Back row:  Isla Verhulst 1/2LD, Brodie Upton 6ST, Ryan Moore 3/4BC&NO, Amanda Arnot (Admin), Will Giason 3/4 BC&NO 

Front row:  Declan Pearson 6 ST, Declan Zani F HK, Ella Fisher F HK, Charlotte Colwell 1/2 LD and Dusty Fisher 5 JS&JV 
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PBIS Focus this week - Etiquette when eating 

 PBIS Winners 
Well done to this week’s PBIS winners: 

Colton Pearson 1/2LD, Skye Delaney 1/2LD, Jackson Cooke 3/4BC&NO, 
Carvyn Stubbs 5JS&JV,  Callan Tracy 1/2LD, Ryan Moore 3/4BC&NO, George 

Morris 3/4BC&NO and Antonio Finnemore 5JS&JV 
 

Have a great weekend,  

Libby 

Etiquette when eating Respect Ourselves Respect Others Respect our  
Environment 

 Clean up after  
ourselves. 

 
Stay seated for eating 

time. 
 

Make good food  
choices. 

 
Sanitise before and  

after eating. 

Talk quietly to the  
people around you. 

 
Eat with your  mouth 

 closed. 
 

Keep your lunchboxes 
 and drink bottle in your 

 own space. 
 

Only eat your own food. 

Put lunch boxes in bags 
 when finished. 

 
Put rubbish in the  

correct bins but even 
 better take your lunch 

 box rubbish home. 
 

Leave a clean space.  

Frosty Friday’s: 
The Catholic Identity Team will be selling Zoopers 
Doopers for 50c each  Friday of this term.  All money 
raised will go to Caritas. 
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Important Calendar Dates  -  2021 

Term 1 

Wednesday 17 March  Cyber Safety workshop (Grades 3 to 6) 

Thursday 25 March  Italian Performance incursion 

     Harmony Day  -  Countries of the world Dress Up day 

Tuesday 23 March  Parent Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 31 March  Easter Hamper raffle draw 

Thursday 1 April   Last Day Term 1 (Casual Clothes Day  -  gold coin donation)  

     2.30pm finish  

Friday 2 April   Good Friday 

 

Term 2 
Monday 19 April   First Day Term 2 

Tuesday 20 April   Whole school parent sacramental meeting 

Wednesday 21 April  Upper Murray State Swimming 

Monday 26 April   Anzac Day Holiday 

Monday 3 May   School Closure Day (Staff PD) 

Friday 7 May   Cross Country 

Monday 14 June   Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Friday 25 June   Last Day Term 2 

 

Term 4 
Thursday 21—Friday 22 October  Borambola Camp (Grades 3/4) 
 

Wednesday 27—Friday 29 October Canberra Camp (Grades 5 & 6) 

 

 

 

Staff email addresses 

Matt Attwater (Principal)  -  mattwater@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Libby Dickinson (Junior Classroom teacher) - edickinson@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Hannah Kelly (Junior Classroom teacher) - hkelly@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Shannon Terlich (Senior Classroom teacher) - sterlich@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Jodie Smith (Senior Classroom teacher) - jsmith@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Bert Cheeseman (Senior Classroom teacher)  -  bcheeseman@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Nicole O’Mahony (Learning Diversity Leader) - nomahony@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Jane van Zanten (Art Teacher)  -  jvanzanten@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Monday) 

Gina Nero (Italian teacher)  -  gnero@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au (Monday) 

Amanda Arnot (Administration Officer) - aarnot@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 


