
 St Mary’s School, Rutherglen (a child safe school)  
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75-89 High Street  -  Rutherglen  -  Vic  -  3685 

Phone  -  02 6032 9284     

Web  -  http://www.smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Email  -  principal@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Gospel Summary 

This Sunday’s  Gospel reading,Lk6: 39-45, could be viewed as a collection of mini-
teachings and practical discipleship reminders. At its conclusion, Jesus says, “A good 
person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person 
out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the mouth 
speaks” (Luke 6:46). 
 

Reflection for parents 

The beginning of this Gospel reading contains much food for thought for parents and 
all teachers of the faith. Jesus asks, “Can a blind person guide a blind person?” (Luke 
6:39) and he says, “ . . . When fully trained, every disciple will be like his teach-
er” (Luke 6:40).  Today, take time to think about what you are doing to grow in your 
knowledge of the Catholic faith and in your relationship with God. Realize the im-
portance of your role as the primary teacher of the faith to your child. Ask for the 
help and wisdom of the Holy Spirit in fulfilling this valuable ministry. 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Chiltern     Saturday 6pm 

Rutherglen   Sunday  9am 

Wahgunyah  Sunday 10.30am 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Monday 4 March 

Swimming 

Tuesday 5 March 

Swimming 

Shrove Tuesday 

Thursday 7 March 

Swimming 

Friday 8 March 

Swimming Carnival 

Monday 11 March 

Labour Day Public Holiday  -  

School Closure 

Continued next page 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Lent 
Next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday and marks the beginning 
of Lent. Please take time to read the Lenten reflections that 
will appear in the newsletter during Lent. There will be a 
whole school mass at 12 pm in the church on Ash Wednesday 
where all students will receive the Ashes.  All parents are in-
vited to attend along with our parishioners as this will be a 
parish mass.  

Shrove Tuesday 
Shrove Tuesday is the traditional feast day before the start of 
Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday. Lent, the 40 days leading 
up to Easter, is a time of fasting and prayer. Shrove Tuesday 
was traditionally the last opportunity to use up eggs and fats 
before embarking on the Lenten fast, and pancakes are the 
perfect way of using up these ingredients. Our Student Catho-
lic Identity Team will be helping me cook pancakes for the 
whole school next Tuesday. Please give your child a gold coin 
to bring along for their pancakes.  All money raised will be 
donated to CARITAS. 
Child Safe 
St. Mary’s is a Child Safe School, which means that we have 
policies and strategies in place to ensure all students feel and 
are safe at school. Please take time to familiarise and read 
our child safe section on the school’s website, under the Child 
Safe Tab.. 
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10.00am Fruit Break 
Just noticing that we have quite a few students regularly 
coming to the office asking for fruit at fruit break time. 
Could all families just check to make sure a fruit snack is 
packed each day.  

IMPORTANT! WE NEED MORE 
HELP! 

Swimming Program: We Need More Helpers. 
Our swimming program begins next Monday and finishes 
with our school swimming sports on Friday 8th of March. 
We desperately need more parent helpers to give us a 
hand with the groups from Monday to Thursday. The 
swimming ability of our students will range from confident 
swimmers to some with low confidence in the water. The 
more parents we have helping out the better we can cater 
for a wide range of swimming abilities. If you can help out 
it would greatly appreciated. Let Amanda or John 
McNamara know if you can. 

School Uniform 

I am still noticing a few students wearing sports uniform on 
the wrong days, especially colourful runners instead of 
black school shoes. Please ensure that sports uniform is 
only worn on Wednesdays and Fridays.  
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PBIS  Awards ( Positive Behaviour in Schools): 
This week’s Focus: Expectations in the Church 

Church Respect Ourselves Respect Others Respect our Environment 

  

 

 Participate 
 Follow routines 
 Sit, stand and   
kneel appropriately 
 Bless yourself 
when entering and 
leaving the church 
 Enter and exit 
calmly and correctly. 
 Exiting people go 
first - wait for them 
to leave 

 Keep your hands to 
yourself (personal 
space) 
 Listen to the per-
son speaking 
 Be quiet 
 Participate 
 Offer peace quiet-
ly and calmly to others 
 Listen to the per-
son speaking 
 Enter and exit the 
pews correctly during 
communion and bless-
ings. 

 Respect the sacred space 
 Be quiet 
 Use Mass book correctly 
 Enter and exit correctly 
 Keep your feet on the 
floor 

Congratulations to this week’s PBIS Winners (pictured below):  

Murray Enever-Cooper (3/4 ST), Seve Cottam (F/1 HK) & Elijah McFarlane (3/4 ST) 

Have a great week, 
Matt 
Principal 

No Assembly 
There will be NO ASSEMBLY next Tuesday as it clashes with our swimming program.  

No Junior Mass 
There is no Junior mass this Friday morning as Fr. Carey has a funeral in Tallangatta. 
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Last Friday Faith Barkley represented St. Mary's at the Zone swimming Carnival in Wodonga.  

Faith qualified in 2 events, Girls U11 Breast stroke with a time of 55.24 and Girls U11 Butterfly with a  

time of 55.05. Well done Faith!  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHATTER MATTERS  

Activity for Week 4 

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS 

ALLITERATION: 

The Food Game: 

Watch what you eat! Take turns saying the name of a food you like that starts with the same sound as your own name. For 
example; Charlie – cheese. The activity could be extended to include an item that you don’t like to eat as well. For example, 
“I’m Fiona and I like to eat fish but I don’t like to eat frogs.”  

 

 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Please keep the following students in your prayers as they prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion on March 27th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RECONCILIATION GROUPS - 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRST SUNDAY MASS 

Calling all Grade 3-6 students who would be interested in assisting at the First Sunday Parish Masses 
throughout the year with readings, prayers and the offertory….we would love to hear from you! 

See Mrs Field or Mrs Kelly if you are interested in being involved. 
 

FIRST SUNDAY MASS 

Join us on Sunday morning 3rd March at 9am for Mass - all welcome! 

Followed by a cuppa with the Parishioners 
 

Samual Morris 

Lucas Zani 
Holly O’Donoghue 

Penny Hartung 

Elijah McFarlane 

Travis Gunning 

Antonio Finnemore 

Monday - 3:40pm at School Tuesday - 3:40pm at School 

Lucas Zani 
Penny Hartung 
Holly O’Donoghue 
Samual Morris 

Elijah McFarlane 
Travis Gunning 
Antonio Finnemore 



DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP AND SAFETY TIPS 
Please see the attached posters about Digital Citizenship and Safety Tips for both Parents and Students. 
No matter how old or young your student/s are it is important to implement these recommendations in your home.  
 
GAME AND APP UPDATES 
As per previous years we recommend that you as parents, no matter the age of your child/ren, are up to date with what is hap-
pening online and what your child/ren are doing online. Remember the most important thing to do is to keep the lines of com-
munication open with your child/ren in regards to their use of technology….and not to block them or believe that they are 
“not doing/using that.”  

Keep informed as parents. A great way to do this is to subscribe to sites like 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ - ‘For Parents’ section. This site 
keeps you updated with all things technology, books, movies, TV shows, 
games and apps. 

 
Here are a few updates on a few sites/games that have caused us some concern: (Taken from Commonsense Media) 

 

 Kids Youtube Roblox Fortnite 

Age Recommendation 7+ 
Kid-targeted videos best with 

parental guidance. 

10+ 
Game creator nurtures skills, but 

games can be violent. 

13+ 
As "Fortnite" Blows Up, Parents 

Need to Up Their Game 

 Parents need to know that 
YouTube Kids is a kid-targeted 
portal to YouTube aimed at pre-
schoolers to tweens that features 
curated, ad-supported TV shows, 
music, educational videos, and 
user-created content. It's worth 
noting that since there are regular 
updates, the channels and videos 
are always subject to change. The 
app continues to draw lots of 
public scrutiny and controversy 
for including some clearly inap-
propriate videos and ads (with 
nudity, alcohol, and profanity), as 
well as fast food and junk food 
ads that push unhealthy food 
(some of which look a lot more 
like entertainment than advertis-
ing, making it hard for kids to 
know they're being marketed to). 
If parents sign up for a YouTube 
Red subscription, there are no 
ads, and kids can watch offline. 
Families can also access it via 
television, depending on their 
device. 

Parents need to know that Roblox 
is a game-creation website where 
users design and upload their own 
games, as well as play other 
games in a multiplayer environ-
ment. Some of the gameplay is 
advanced, and many games in-
clude weapons. The site offers a 
safe-chat mode for those under 
13, as well as a parent login that 
lets you oversee your child's use 
of the site. There have been re-
ports of users thwarting the chat 
and exchanging inappropriate /
predatory messages with young 
players; although we haven't en-
countered that directly during our 
extensive use of the site, parents 
may still want to be wary when 
their kids are using the site or 
connecting with people they've 
just met. Moderation of content 
also seems to be hit or miss; while 
the company claims that it tries to 
prevent inappropriate comments, 
there are plenty of users that 
claim they've been exposed to 
inappropriate comments and 
requests from other users. 

Parents need to know that while 
the original strategy-focused ver-
sion of Fortnite(also known as 
Save the World) is a survival ac-
tion game for PlayStation 4, Xbox 
One, Nintendo Switch, Windows, 
and Mac, it's the wildly popular 
last-player-standing mode known 
as Fortnite: Battle Royale that's 
taken off and become a huge hit. 
(There's also a mobile version of 
the popular Battle Royale mode 
that lets portable players engage 
with and play against console and 
PC gamers.) Fortnite: Battle Roy-
ale (which now includes the per-
sonalized-adventure-creation 
Creative mode as well) pits up to 
100 players against each other in 
solo, duo, or up to four-player 
squads to see who can survive the 
longest against each other in an 
ever-shrinking map. The game has 
a cartoonish style, and the vio-
lence, while persistent, isn't 
bloody or particularly gory, even 
though you're using melee weap-
ons and firearms to eliminate 
opponents. 

More information https://
www.commonsensemedia.org

/app-reviews/youtube-kids 

https://
www.commonsensemedia.org
/website-reviews/roblox 

https://
www.commonsensemedia.org
/game-reviews/fortnite 

  
https://
www.commonsensemedia.org
/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-
to-fortnite 
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We send our best wishes to: 

Shaun Gunning (3/3) 

who will be celebrating his birthday this week. 

 

KEAPS PROGRAM 

This Thursday in the KEAPS program the students will be engaging in games sense activities that help 

them learn about their feelings and how we they can be good friends to each other.  They will be 

getting to know the KEAPS team and brainstorming different emotions that they may experi-

ence. They will also discuss the positive impacts that ‘Good Choices’ have on them and those around 

them. 
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The first is the 4
th

 March. We are holding our annual meet the parents Year 7 BBQ. I would like to offer an  
invitation to the Grade 6 Teachers and Principals to come a long and have a meal with your former charges. It’s a 
great way for you to see how they have settled in and to have a chat about how the year has begun. The night will 
run from 5 til 6.30. 
  
Wednesday the 20

th
 of March as the Year 6 into Year 7 2020 Information Evening? The program will run from 

5.30 til 6.30. This evening represents the start of the transition program at  
Rutherglen High School. 

Christian McCarthy 
  
Junior School Leader 
Rutherglen High School 

Rutherglen High School Transition Program 2020 

Some dates to keep in mind …... 
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Staff email addresses 

Matt Attwater (Principal) —mattwater@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Libby Dickinson (Junior Classroom teacher) - edickinson@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Hannah Kelly (Junior Classroom teacher) - hkelly@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Shannon Terlich (Senior Classroom teacher) - sterlich@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

John McNamara (Senior Classroom teacher) - jmcnamara@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Mel Field (Senior Classroom teacher) - mfield@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Jodie Smith (Senior Classroom teacher)  -  jsmith@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Nicole O’Mahony (Learning Diversity Leader) - nomahony@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Amanda Arnot—(Administration Officer) - aarnot@smrutherglen.catholic.edu.au 

Important Calendar Dates  -  2019 

Term 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming 

Swimming 

Shrove Tuesday 

Swimming 

Ash Wednesday 

Swimming 

Swimming Carnival 

Labour Day Public Holiday  -  School Closure 

Meals On Wheels 

Meals On Wheels 

Meals On Wheels 

Schools Clean Up Australia Day 

Sandhurst Switches Off 

9.30am  -  Senior Mass 

Meals On Wheels 

National Day of Action against Bullying 

Sporting Schools Gymnastics Program (during school hours) 

Pinocchio Performance (LOTE) 

National Ride 2 School Day 

Glenview Visit   

9.30am  -  Junior Mass 

Sporting Schools Gymnastics Program (during school hours) 

Last Day Term 1 (Casual Clothes Day  -  gold coin donation) 

Sporting Schools Gymnastics Program (during school hours) 

 

Term 2 
First Day Term 2 

Monday 4 March 

Tuesday 5 March 

 

Wednesday 6 March 

   

Thursday 7 March 

Friday 8 March 

Monday 11 March 

Tuesday 12 March 

Wednesday 13 March 

Thursday 14 March 

 

 

Friday 15 March 

 

 

 

Thursday 21 March 

Friday 22 March  

 

 

 

Friday 29 March 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 23 April 


